Proposal:
That the AGA initiates and maintains a set of internet-accessed forums, as an activity of the AGA, open to the public and subject to the following:

1) The forums to cover a general variety of topics of interest to novice, intermediate, and advanced aquatic gardeners:
a) It is understood that the risk of lawsuits is not entirely avoidable, however, legal liabilities are to be minimized to the extent practicable, with the use of appropriate disclaimers and no censorship of content.
i) The following disclaimer will be used as a statement of policy and shall be available for viewing, by link, from any page on the forum and registration to the forums shall require that the registrant, as a part of the registration process, actively indicate that he or she has read and understands the policy and rules:

“The Aquatic Gardening Forums Policy and Rules
The Aquatic Gardening Forums (hereinafter TAGF) are public access forums provided by the Aquatic Gardening Association, Inc. for the benefit of the community.
Participation on TAGF is free to the public. To post, you must register. By using TAGF, you affirm that you have reads the TAGF Policy and Rules and agree to abide by them.
Although the Administrator and Moderators of TAGF will attempt to direct objectionable messages to a single forum location, content will not be censored. However, the Administrator and Moderators to the extent that they can review messages, will advise a message author when the content of one of his or her posts is, in the Administrator’s or Moderator’s opinion, inappropriate. 

All messages express the views of the author, and neither the Aquatic Gardeners Association, Inc. will be held responsible for the content of any message.

By agreeing to these rules, you warrant that you will not post any messages that are obscene, vulgar, sexually-orientated, hateful, threatening, materially harmful to others, or in violation of any applicable laws.

The Aquatic Gardeners Association, Inc. reserves the right to remove, edit, move or close any thread for any reason.”
b) Staffing

i) The Forums to be administered by Ray Cone (Admin). The Admin will have responsibility for general oversight of the forums, technical support to moderators, and review of any requests to add or delete forums.
ii) Each forum to be moderated by a volunteer who will encourage discussion and warn posters of inappropriate conduct when posts appear to make disparaging claims about products, rather than merely voice opinions, or to use language that generally would be considered unseemly for “family” viewing.
iii) The Admin and Moderators shall be subject to Board approval and shall perform on a volunteer, unpaid basis

c) All content shall be available for viewing by any person.

d) Only persons that have registered their name, address, and email address to be able to post comments.
2) Advertising

a) Advertising expenditures not to exceed $500 annually

b) Each expenditure to be approved by Board

3) Software

a) PHPBB – available at no cost

4) The forums shall be formerly named the “The Aquatic Gardening Forums” and “TAGF”
5) Initial moderators:

a) Ray Cone

b) Paula Hofmann

c) Roger Miller

d) Jeff Ludwig
e) Ghazanfar Ghori
f) Ben Belton
g) Sean Murphy
6) Initial forums categories as follows:
a) FAQs – Admin posting only

b) Announcements – Admin posting only

c) Getting Started

d) General
e) Fertilizers & Dosing

i) Water chemistry & testing

ii) CO2 

(1) The CO2 /KH chart and other CO2 related info

iii) Nutrient Deficiencies

iv) Visual signs

f) Equipment

i) DIY - Ideas for any do-it-yourself aquarium projects

ii) Filters

iii) Lighting

iv) CO2

v) Heaters

vi) Misc

g) Aquascaping-

i) Photography

ii) Algae Alley

h) Plant Species – Discussion of individual species

i) Organizations and Plant Related events

j) Plant Exchange - Plants for trade

i) Plants Wanted

ii) Plants offered

k) The Admin to add additional categories as traffic warrants, which may include:
i) Fish for planted Aquariums
ii) Invertebrates for planted Aquariums
iii) Substrate, Rocks, Driftwood and Backgrounds

(1) Moderated by Roger Miller
iv) Paludarium
v) Collecting Plants
