Apistogramma steindachneri

Other Names: A. ornatipinnis (jr. syn.); A. wickleri (jr. syn.); A. ortmanni (erroneous ID)
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Identification Aids
Diagnostic Features: A. steindachneri is the only Apistogramma species with the combination of the following features: large roughly triangular flank spot extending from a narrow (often invisible) lateral band to the upper lateral line (near the base of the dorsal fin); caudal spot small & roughly oval, covering central third of caudal peduncle; cheek stripe evenly wide from eye, to the bottom edge of the gill cover; moderately high, slightly serrated dorsal & double tipped, squared off, caudal fin in males; low, even dorsal & round caudal fin in females. Male's caudal fin spotted in central third; outer parts striped.

Relationships: steindachneri-group; most closely related to A. rupununi.

Aquarium Maintenance: Adaptable to water with varied chemical parameters (pH 6.0-7.2; total hardness 15º dH). Requires clean water, low in dissolved nitrogenous waste.

Breeding: One of the easier species to reproduce. Reproduces best in slightly acid (pH 6.5-6.8) moderately soft (<5º dH) water at ~79ºF (26ºC). Males casually polygamous; females usually excellent mothers.
Distribution: Known from the coastal plain streams & rivers of extreme eastern Venezuela, Guyana, & western Surinam.
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Size: ( 3.5 in (9 cm) TL; 


( 2.25 in. (6 cm) TL

Tank Length: pairs:24 in. (60 cm)


trio: 36 in. (75 cm)

pH: 6.0-7.2(M); 6.5-6.8 (B) 

H: 15º dH (M); <5º dH (B)

