Talks by Mike Hellweg

All in PowerPoint - digital projector and laptop with two USB ports (one for flash drive, one for remote) required.   
In each talk I cover my personal experiences with the subject in question, as well as describing what has worked and not worked for other hobbyists.
Anabantoids, Keeping and Breeding Fish that Can Drown

This talk introduces the audience to all the groups of Asian and African Anabantoids, divided by their spawning method.  Emphasis is placed on smaller, more challenging species.   I only briefly discuss Bettas since they require a full talk of their own. 
Meet the Wild Betta Species

This talk introduces the audience to all groups and most of the 60 or so known species of the genus Betta, with emphasis on methods for keeping and breeding them.  I do not cover the fancy Betta splendens except in passing, as they require an in-depth talk of their own.  
Miniature Oddballs, Keeping and Breeding Uncommon Miniature Fish

In this talk I challenge the audience to “think outside the glass box” when it comes to working with challenging small fish.  It covers my approach to working with and breeding some of the less common small (4” and less) fish in the hobby, with several examples of how it pans out – both successes and failures.  

Wild Livebearers, More than just the Retail “Big Four”

This talk introduces the audience to the wonderful world of wild livebearers, the American Livebearer Association, and hopefully expands their thinking about this amazing group of fish beyond the Retail “Big Four” – Swordtails, Platies, Mollies, and Guppies.  

The Joy of Goldfish

This talk introduces the audience to Fancy Goldfish, their history, husbandry, and forms.  It’s a light-hearted talk, and doesn’t really go into breeding, etc. but rather concentrates on the variety of forms and their unique and charming beauty.  
Culturing Live Foods

This talk is based on my book Culturing Live Foods (TFH 2008) and covers all of the commonly available live food animals and their easiest culture and harvest methods – or at least, what works best for me.  I also cover other methods that other hobbyists have found to work well for them.   I have various versions of the talk aimed at an All Species club, a Cichlid club, a Livebearer club or a Killie club.
Breeding and Raising Livebearers – It’s Not Always Easy!

This talk discusses the often ignored topic of how to breed and raise wild-type livebearers, with emphasis on ‘how I do it’.  I cover breeding methods, breeding tanks, feeding, and raising the fry.  I give several examples in each of 5 different families of livebearers, and encourage the audience to not be afraid to try new species and to participate in Species Maintenance.

Cyprinids in the Aquarium
This talk introduces the extremely popular aquarium fishes of the family Cyprinidae; concentrating on the smaller Barbs from West Africa and SE Asia, the Danios, the Rasboras and their kin, and introduces the audience to some of the North American Minnows and Shiners, which often rival the more ‘exotic’ Cyprinids.   Discussion of breeding and raising them and my experiences with the various groups is also covered.  

Fishroom Design

This talk covers all aspects of fishroom design, from making a small system that covers only 8 square feet of floor space and might fit in a spare closet to a full sized fishroom.  I discuss electricity concerns, plumbing, rack design, drilling tanks, layout, lighting, dealing with humidity, insulation, air supply, and workspaces.  

My Adventures with Dwarf Seahorses and Freshwater Pipefish

This talk covers these interesting and unusual livebearers, with emphasis on feeding and care, and in depth tips and tricks for the easier to keep and breed species including several species of freshwater pipefish and dwarf seahorses.  

Meet the Halfbeaks

This talk introduces the livebearing halfbeaks commonly available in the hobby as well as some of the rare ones; with tips on aquarium care, feeding, and breeding.  It also helps to alleviate some of the confusion that abounds among the mixed imports that are currently coming in all being sold as a single “species”.  
Culturing Live Foods for Herps and Arachnids
This talk is based on my book Complete Herp Care – Raising Live Foods (TFH 2009) and covers the commonly available live food animals for Herps and Arachnids and their easiest culture and harvest methods – or at least, what works best for me.  I also cover other methods that other hobbyists have found to work well for them.  

